Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 

Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 LUSAKA 03432 160722Z 
ACTION AF-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO PA-02 INR-07 10-14 EB-08 HA-05 
OES-07 /054W 

007647 160727Z/14 

OR 151419ZNOV 77 
FM AMEMBASSY LUSAKA 
TO USINFO WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 6979 

UNCLAS LUSAKA 3432 

FOR IOP/M 

FOR IBS/PA, PASS IPS 

STATE FOR AF/E AND AF/S 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

SUBJ: MEDIA REACTION 

THE UNITED NATIONS FOOD AND AGRICULTURAL ORGANIZATION (FAO) 

HAS BOUGHT 360 METRIC TONNES OF MAIZE FROM ZAMBIA TO AVERT A 
FAMINE NOW THREATENING SWAPO (SOUTHWEST AFRICAN PEOPLE'S 
ORGANIZATION) REFUGEES LIVING IN ANGOLA, IT HAS BEEN REPORTED 
HERE. 

CONFIRMING THIS YESTERDAY, UNITED NATIONS DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
(UNDP) DEPUTY REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVE, JERROLD BERKE, TOLD 
THE TIMES OF ZAMBIA THAT THE MAIZE, BOUGHT BY THE FAO'S WORLD 
FOOD PROGRAM WOULD BE AIRLIFTED 
BY AN AIRCRAFT PROVIDED BY AN 
UNNAMED EUROPEAN COUNTBY. 

THE TIMES QUOTES THE UNDP OFFICIAL AS SAYING THAT ABOUT 
2,000 BAGS OF MAIZE WERE ALREADY AT LUSAKA INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT AWAITING SHIPMENT, POSSIBLY THIS FRIDAY. 

"SWAPO HAS REQUESTED US FOR ASSISTANCE TO BUY MAIZE FOR 
ITS REFUGEES LIVING IN CAMPS AROUND ANGOLA AND AS AN 
UNCLASSIFIED 
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INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATION CHARGED WITH THIS RESPONSIBILITY, 

WE HAVE OBLIGED," MR. BERKE REPORTEDLY SAID. 

HE EXPLAINED THAT THE MAIZE WAS NOT FOR SWAPO FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS, WHO, HE ADDED, THE WORLD FOOD PROGRAM WAS NOT 
IN A POSITION TO ASSIST. 

"WE DO NOT PROVIDE ANY COMBATANTS WITH HELP AND I MUST 
EMPHASIZE THAT THIS MAIZE IS FOR SWAPO WOMEN AND CHILDREN 
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LIVING IN REFUGEE CAMPS IN ANGOLA." HE TOLD THE TIMES. 
DELEGATES TO THE THIRD CONFERENCE OF THE LUSAKA-BASED 
MULTINATIONAL PROGRAMMING AND OPERATIONAL CENTER (MULPOC) 
HAVE REPORTEDLY AGREED TO ESTABLISH PREFERENTIAL TRADE 
AREAS WITH A VIEW OF FORMING AN ECONOMIC COMMUNITY IN THE 
EASTERN AND SOUTHERN REGION OF AFRICA. 

ACCORDING TO THE SUGGESTIONS MADE BY THE DELEGATES AND 
ANNOUNCED HERE BY ZAMBIA'S MINISTER OF ECONOMIC AND 
TECHNICAL CO-OPERATION, PETER MATOKA, AN INTER-GOVERNMENTAL 
COMMITTEE WILL BE ESTABLISHED EARLY NEXT YEAR CHARGED 
WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY OF PREPARING A CONFERENCE OF 
MINISTERS OF TRADE, FINANCE AND PLANNING. 

MEANWHILE, ZAMBIAN PRESIDENT KENNETH KAUNDA HAS OPENED 
A FOUR-DAY CONFERENCE HERE ON AFRICA'S URANIUM DEPOSITS. 

THE CONFERENCE IS BEING ATTENDED BY OVER 100 SCIENTISTS FROM 
AFRICA, EUROPE AND THE UNITED STATES, AND IS BEING 
SPONSORED BY THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY. 

ITEM USIS LUSAKA. 

BURNS 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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